Answer to comments by A. Lerchl on "Radiofrequency electromagnetic fields (UMTS, 1,950 MHz) induce genotoxic effects in vitro in human fibroblasts but not in lymphocytes" published by C. Schwarz et al. 2008.
Genotoxic effects induced in vitro by the third generation mobile communication standard UMTS have recently been described by Schwarz et al. (Int Arch Occup Environ Health 81:755-767, 2008). These findings which may have considerable significance for environmental health have been commented upon by Lerchl (Int Arch Occup Environ Health in press, 2008) (this issue). These comments which are invalid in part have to be set right. Although some of his minor points are correct the objected inconsistencies are largely based on the author's incomplete and superficial consideration of published data in the field. Moreover, the statistical points being made cannot cast doubts on the validity of the experimental data reported by Schwarz et al. and may not change the principal conclusion of in vitro genotoxic action of UMTS signals.